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Welcome to our first Newsletter

The plan is that it will come out on a quarterly basis. It is hoped that it will foster greater awareness
of the Association’s member Choirs and result in increased inter-action between both choirs and
choristers.

This edition features a tribute to the huge contribution of Dr Paul Whiting to the
Ku-ring-gai Male Choir and the MCAA as one of its senior Musical Directors.



Dr Paul Whiting OAM (MA Hons); Dip Ed; L Mus; ThC; PhD

After 26 years, Dr Paul Whiting, the Ku-ring-gai Male Choir Music
Director and Conductor, announced his retirement from the role.
Paul undertook studies at Sydney University which included
three years of music, along with other musical studies at the
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, and finally further studies

in Education at Macquarie University where he undertook

his Doctoral studies.

Paul trained as a High School teacher, taught at Fort Street
Boys' High School, and then became a lecturer at Wagga
Wagga Teachers College. In 1970 he moved to Sydney
Teachers' College which later became part of Sydney
College of Advanced Education. During that time Paul
taught as a Resource Teacher at a large primary school in
Sydney's West for one year.

Paul returned to Sydney CAE and helped establish the Evelyn McCloughan Children's Centre
and eventually became the Director of that centre.

He then worked for two years as a manager with World Vision South Pacific.

Paul returned to lecture at the University of Sydney, where he concluded his career as a
Senior Lecturer and for a time Associate Dean for Undergraduate Students in the Faculty of
Education.

He also specialised in helping children who had difficulty in learning to read and spell
(dyslexia) and that led into decades of involvement with SPELD (Specific Learning
Difficulties Association) and is currently President Emeritus of the Association.

Paul was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in the 2016 Australia Day
honours list for service to the community through choral music.
At our 2025 Christmas Dinner, Members of the Ku-ring-gai Male Choir joined together to thank
him, on behalf of both past and present members of the Choir, for his 26 years of
inspirational leadership.
Below are extracts from his farewell speech by Gerry Foley — our Associate Conductor.

“Dr Whiting has been our Choir Director for 26 years. To put this into perspective, the Choir
was started 79 years ago, in 1946, by returned soldiers who wanted some shared activity to
keep them in touch with one another, meaning Paul has directed the choir for almost exactly
the last third of its existence.
In 2000, while he was still in his full-time academic job, Paul agreed to step into the role of
music director for our choir. From that point onwards, for 26 years, Paul has led and
inspired the choir. We all know the power of choral singing to improve our well-being mentally,
physically and socially.
I don’t know exactly how many choir members have benefitted in this way over the years, but | guess
it’s several hundred. Then there’s all the enjoyment brought toaudiences in retirement villages, and
other venues — this would run into thousands of people.

Another benefit to the community comes from the choir’s donations to charity. During Paul’s
tenure I’d estimate that something like $50,000 was raised for charities including the
following: ‘Street Works for homeless youth, Cancer Research for both breast and prostate cancer,
The National Braille Music Camp at Mittagong for blind children, and Alzheimer's Research.




tribute (continued)

Another important enterprise that Paul whole-heartedly supported was the Choir’s
involvement in the MCAA Festivals (that’s the Male Choir Association of Australia). From
2008 to the present, we have participated in seven of these choral festivals. I’'ve been
provided with some notes by Bruce Sharpham, who has been our choir’s representative on
the MCAA committee, and also a tribute from Neil Fleming, the President of MCAA.

I’d like to read a few bits from Niel’s tribute. He starts by saying

“I am delighted to support recognition of the venerable Whiting!” He then goes

on “Paul involved himself in both the leadership and administration of the MCAA

as well as contributing to musical and repertoire selections in joint discussions

amongst the Musical Directors of member choirs.” Also “During my six years as
President of the MCAA, Paul has been an invaluable support especially during

the trials and tribulations of the Covid pandemic.”

Just a few more comments about Paul.
First, his communication skills, particularly at our concerts, where his introductions to
pieces always gained the interest of the audience and focussed the choir on the content and
meaning of what were singing about (in fact, on occasion, | think Paul’s introduction to the
songs was more enjoyable than the actual performance!)

Next, he often challenged us. Paul has developed our skills by challenging us with pieces that
might seem beyond our capabilities, but in almost all cases he’s guided us to master the
material. Sometimes he’d present us with a new song, and I’d think “this is too hard for us,
there’s no way we can do it”. But Paul would persevere, focussing on the tricky bits till we
were good enough to perform it. Another important word that springs to mind is patience. Paul has
had the patience of a saint at rehearsals where he puts up with careless mistakes, people not
watching him carefully enough, and so on. After 25 years | could count on the fingers of one hand the
number of times I’'ve heard him raise his voice in exasperation!

Next, Paul’s personal interest in the members. He often contacts members to ask after their
well-being or visits them in hospital. On many occasions he has arranged for the choir to
sing at memorial services for deceased members. We are very grateful for Paul’s kindness
and generosity.
One last word — Jenny, Paul’s wife Jenny has been a great supporter of the choir over all the years,
and!’m sure she has made Paul’s task a lot easier. So,many thanks Jenny for being there for us.
To finish up, we thank Paul for his leadership and friendship over the 26 years of his directorship and
wish him well for the future.

The Ku-Ring-Gai Male Choir



When asked for some MCAA reflections Paul Whiting wrote:

“I remember the first time we (the Kuringai Male Choir) received a suggestion that we should join
the Male Choirs Association, my first reaction was twofold: 1. This is going to constrain us, having to
prepare for concerts with someone else’s repertoire, and 2, if we are to have any reasonable
reputation wider than our own little suburb, we should become part of this. Both things turned out
to be true, but the first had real benefits apart from my reservations.

We encountered new music each Festival, and added it to our repertoire, which was a real benefit
to us. And then we got to sing with an assembly 6 or 7 times the size of our choir. We had the
benefit of outstanding conductors whom we had never met but knew by reputation, we had the
opportunity to sing with first class bands, orchestras, grand organs and of course professional
accompanists. The whole thing became a wonderful experience and benefit for us. And of course,
we had a say in the selection of repertoire for each Festival.

For the first Festival the committee nominated the songs, and we all arranged our own copies.
Subsequently however, the committee had all the music printed in a book which became a real asset
and certainly meant that we were “all on the same page”. | have great memories of the first concert,
held in 2008 in Canberra inn the Llewellyn Hall of the Australian National University. | attach some
photos.

In the first picture, The guest MD, Dr Alwyn Humphreys MBE from Wales is shown. In the second
you see the Woden Valley Children’s Choir, (conducted by Alpha Gregory), who subsequently
became MD for one of the festival concerts. The accompanist Beverly Glover (herself a prime mover
in the Association). For me, a highlight was the Toreador’s Song from Carmen with Lucas de Jong as
soloist.




In Sydney we had the Willoughby Brass band as our accompanist and one of the Associate Artists,
and there is no doubt that they were outstanding. The Sydney concert was a highlight because we
had weathered the whole Covid episode, having had to cancel the festival twice before finally
staging it. It was difficult to get people, especially older people, to concerts, but with determination
the Association succeeded. It was not a financial success, but it re-established the Association for the
future and produced a memorable occasion. Singing with the Willoughby Brass and the Grand Organ
in the Sydney Town Hall was a real thrill.

The 2022
Festival Choir
and Sydney
Town Hall
Organ

Willoughby Brass band
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Adelaide in 2025 was a special highlight because we had a full orchestra to
accompany us, under the direction of Dr Evan Patton who directed in a masterly
way.

In the early days all our festival planning meetings were held in person, which meant travelling to
Canberra or more recently, Wagga Wagga. It was important to make those journeys however, to be
able to participate in discussions around the selection of music and the arrangements for the
festivals. Now of course meetings are held using Zoom and the like. In 2028 the festival is planned
for Perth. This is a first but will give the Association a truly Australia-wide reach. It will mean that
choirs must begin planning now. Of course there will be more costs involved, but from what | hear
the Perth men will make it a very worthwhile venture, and of course there is lots to do and see while
we arein W.A.”



This Edition’s Feature Choir: The colourful Victoria Welsh Male Choir

Location: Blackburn South (Melbourne), Bendigo and Ballarat
Choir contact address: keva7@bigpond.com

News: We lead the singing on Sunday 9 November at
the annual RSL Victoria Remembrance Day Service at
Springvale Cemetery. On Saturday 15 November we
have a joint concert with Euphony Choir, a Sri Lankan
choir founded and led by VicWelsh’s musical director
Rushan Hewawasam. This concert will showcase
many of the songs shared by both choirs on their July
two-week tour to Sri Lanka where they gave four
performances, two in Colombo, one in Galle and the
other in Kandy.

Vic Welsh is practising hard for its annual St David's
Day Concert which will be held at the Scots’ Church,
Melbourne on 21 February 2026. They will also take
part with Victoria’s other Welsh choirs in the Welsh
Church’s Gymanfa Ganu at St Paul’s Cathedral on 28
February 2026.

Concerts planned: Vic. Welsh is practising hard for
its annual St David’s Day Concert which will be held
at the Scots’ Church, Melbourne on 21 February 2026. e > @ o — '
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Paul’s Cathedral on 28 February 2026. Thirteen other ;
concerts, across Victoria, are planned

for 2026.

Current repertoire includes:

The full range of Welsh choral classics.

Let the River Run (Carly Simon)

African Prayer (Sontonga)

Y Darlun (Davies)

Prayer of the Children (Bestor)

Always on my Mind (Lojeski), Nessun Dorma (Puccini),
Love Changes Everything (Lloyd Webber)

Beatles Medley, Save the Last Dance for Me (Lojeski)
Stars from Les Mis (Schénberg/Boubil),

Au Fond du Temple Saint (Bizet)

Anthem from Chess (Rice/Andersson/Ulvaeus, Pilgrims’
Chorus (Wagner)
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Thank you for your contribution, Vic Welsh. May | encourage you to share your choir’s story in future

editions of this Newsletter. Please send an email to spannaman@me.com with any items of interest
for our readers. Many thanks and we hope to see you in Perth in 2028.
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